POLITICAL SCIENCE 410
POLITICAL PARTIES, ELECTIONS & INTEREST GROUPS
Fall 2013

Instructor:  Dr. Rebecca Shafer

Class Hours: T/R – 1:00-2:15 – Wheeler Hall 308
Office Hours/Location:  M/W/F – 11:00-12:30, or by appointment

                                        Wheeler Hall, Room 305, 404-681-2800 ext. 3319 (Office)     

Email:  rshafer@morehouse.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

While political parties and interest groups were not part of the original design on the United States government, they both now serve as important linkages between the mass citizenry and elite policy makers in America and play an important role in U.S. elections.  The course will be divided into two broad sections.  The first section will explore political parties from their development to how they operate today.  The second section will explore the role of interest groups in the American political system.  Within each of these sections you will learn how these "linkage institutions" impact U.S. elections. 
Upon completion of this course, students will:
· Understand the Development of Political Parties in America & Contemporary American Parties

· The Political Party as an Organization

· State and Local Party Organization

· National Organizations

· Party Activists

· The Political Party in the Electorate

· Party Identification

· Political Participation

· Party Coalitions & Party Change

· Voter Turnout

· The Party in Government

· Parties in Congress and State Legislature

· The Party in the Executive and the Courts

· The Roles of Parties in American Government

· Understand the Dynamics of Campaigns and Campaign Financing 

· How Parties Choose Candidates

· Primary and General Elections

· The Changing Roles of Parties in Campaigns

· The State of Campaign Financing

· Understand the Role of Interest Groups in the American Political System

· Why Interest Groups Form

· Different types of Interest Groups and their Membership Characteristics

· The Increasing Role of Interest Groups in Parties and Campaigns

· Interest Group Lobbying
REQUIRED TEXTS
The required readings for this course include 3 books and several articles.
Burbank, Matthew J., Ronald J. Hrebenar, and Robert C.Benedict. Parties, Interest 

Groups, and Political Campaigns. (Oxford University Press, 2nd Edition, 2011). 
Hershey, Marjorie R. Party Politics in America. (Pearson, 15th edition, 2013)
Jeffrey M. Berry, and Clyde Wilcox. The Interest Group Society. (Pearson, 5th Edition, 2009)

Graded Assignments and Course Requirements
Quizzes (top 4 of 5) – (10 points each = 40 points)
Leading Discussion Group (x3) – (20 points each = 60 points)
Written Assignments (x3) – (25 points each = 75 points)
Midterm – 100 points

Final Exam – 100 points

___________________
Total = 375 Points

Quizzes
There will be five quizzes covering material from the lectures and required readings.  
Discussion Group Leaders

Students will be organized in small groups and will be responsible for leading the class discussion on that subject. Students leading discussion will be responsible for developing a series of questions designed to spark discussion among classmates. 
As discussion leaders, students will be responsible for not only offering a summary of the week’s readings, but also providing critical analysis of the topic.
Exams: 

There will be a Mid Term and Final Exam. 

Both exams will consist of some multiple choice or short answer questions over basic concepts in the course as well as the application of these concepts.  Finally, you will have a choice of several essay questions related to course themes.
Written Assignments 

For all written assignments, you should turn in double-spaced text in 12-point font along with a list of references (in any citation style).

Assignment 1 (2-3 pages) - DUE on September 19th 
Choose an issue that matters to you. Then look at the Democratic and Republican Parties’ Web sites and party platforms, as well as any information you can find on search engines, and compare the two parties’ positions on this issue. Do the two parties take the same stand or different stands on this issue? How detailed and specific (or broad and vague) is each party’s stand on the issue? Would you argue that you have a clear choice between the two parties’ stands on this issue, or not? 

Assignment 2 (2-3 pages) - DUE on October 22nd 
Choose an interest group that interests you and examine its Web site. After reading about the group’s concerns and political stands, make a guess as to whether this group makes political contributions mainly to Democratic candidates, to Republican candidates, or to candidates of both parties. Then go to the Web site of the Center for Responsive Politics (http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/index.php) and find out which party’s candidates receive most of the group’s political contributions. (If your group isn’t listed, try another group.) In your paper, discuss (a) what its Web site tells you about the group’s political stands, (b) what you guessed (and why) about whether it would give most of its campaign contributions to Democrats, to Republicans, or equally to both, and (c) once you’ve found out where its campaign contributions do go, why you believe the group contributes mainly to that party. Do the group’s values resemble those of the party?

Assignment 3 (2-3 pages) - DUE on November 21st 
Conduct an interview (approximately 30 minutes) with a state political party or interest group leader about their efforts to influence state public policy. Feel free to choose organizational staff or lobbyists. Ask about their background, their goals, their successes, and the tactics that they are using to influence state public policy. Ask about their challenges and typical opponents. Ask how their opinions of state politics and policy have changed as they have become more involved in government. 

Your paper should discuss the answers you received during your interview as well as your reaction to what you learned in this process.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Class Attendance is required at Morehouse College.  Per Morehouse policy, I will be taking attendance daily.  You are allowed 3 unexcused absences in this course.  It is your responsibility to make up scheduled work because of officially excused absences.  Students who exceed the maximum number of unexcused absences may be administratively withdrawn from the course or receive a failing grade in the course.

MAKEUP AND LATE WORK

The scheduled dates of all exams and written assignments are clearly indicated in this syllabus.  No make-up exams or late papers will be accepted without my prior approval.

Accommodation of Persons with Disabilities 

In accordance with Title 5, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Acts of 1990, reasonable accommodation will be provided to any student who has followed Morehouse College procedures.  To begin the process, please contact Ms. Carolyn Walker (x2636) the beginning of the semester.  Once the need for accommodations has been officially established, the student should consult with the instructor to insure that the student’s needs may be met as effectively as possible.

Plagiarism 

Students shall not plagiarize. Plagiarism is using the intellectual property or product of someone else without giving proper credit. The undocumented use of someone else’s words or ideas in any medium of communication (unless such information is recognized as common knowledge) is a serious offense, can result in severe academic and/or disciplinary action (see the College Catalog).

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Section 1: Political Parties
August 22:  Introduction and Overview of the Course

August 27 & August 29:  What are Political Parties & How Did They Develop

Required:

· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapters 1 & 2

· Hershey – Chapter 1 & 2

September 3 & September 5:  Political Party as an Organization 
Required:

· Hershey – Chapters 3-5
· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapter 3

September 10 & September 12:  Electorate

Required:

· Hershey – Chapters 6-8
· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapter 5

Presentation:

· Rusk, Jerrold G. 1970. “The Effect of the Australian Ballot Reform on Split Ticket Voting: 1876-1908.” American Political Science Review 64:1220-1238.

· Chaney, C. K., Alvarez, R. M., & Nagler, J. (1998). Explaining the gender gap in US presidential elections, 1980-1992. Political Research Quarterly, 51(2), 311-339. Ansolabehere, Stephen, et al. "Does attack advertising demobilize the electorate?." American Political Science Review (1994): 829-838.

Ansolabehere, Stephen, et al. "Does attack advertising demobilize the electorate?." American Political Science Review (1994): 829-838.

Ansolabehere, Stephen, et al. "Does attack advertising demobilize the electorate?." American Political Science Review (1994): 829-838.

September 17 & September 19: Electoral System

Written Assignment #1 DUE on (9/19)
Required:

· Hershey – Chapters 9-11

· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapter 4

Presentation:

· Lawson, Kay. 2002. “The Case for a Multiparty System.” In Multiparty Politics in America: People,Passions, and Power. 2nd Edition. Herrnson, Paul and John C. Green, eds. New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. Pp. 31-44. 
· Bibby, John F. 2002. “In Defense of the Two-Party System.” In Multiparty Politics in America:People, Passions, and Power. 2nd Edition. Herrnson, Paul and John C. Green, eds. New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. Pp. 45-58. 
September 24: Party in Government

Required:

· Hershey – Chapters 13-14

September 26 & October 1:  Campaigns & Political Parties

Required:

· Hershey – Chapter 12

· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapters 6 & 7

Presentation:

· Petrocik, J. R., Benoit, W. L., & Hansen, G. J. (2003). Issue ownership and presidential campaigning, 1952–2000. Political Science Quarterly, 118(4), 599-626.
· Hogan, R. E. (2002). Candidate Perceptions of Political Party Campaign Activity in State Legislative Elections. State Politics & Policy Quarterly, 2(1), 66-85.
October 3:  Review for Midterm
October 8:  Mid-Term

October 10: TBD

Section 2: Interest Groups
October 15 & October 17: The Nature of Interest Groups
Required:

· Berry & Wilcox – Chapters 1 & 2
· Madison, James. Federalist No. 10
Presentation:

· Olson, Mancur. 1965. “A Theory of Groups and Organizations” – Chapter 1 in The Logic of Collective Action. Harvard University Press

· de Tocqueville, Alexis. Democracy in America. Book 1, Chapter 12.

October 22: Why Interest groups form and who joins them

Written Assignment #2 DUE 
Required:

· Berry & Wilcox – Chapter 3

· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapter 8

Presentation:

· Robert D. Putnam. 2000. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community. New York: Simon and Schuster. Chapter 1.

· Jocelyn Elise Crowley and Theda Skocpol. 2001. “The Rush to Organize: Explaining Associational Formation in the United States, 1860s-1920s.” American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 45, No. 4 (October): 813-829.

October 24 & October 29: How Interest Groups are Connected to Parties & Campaigns
· Berry & Wilcox – Chapters 4 & 5

· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapter 9

Presentation:

· Ansolabehere, Stephen, John de Figueiredo, and James M. Snyder. "Why Is There So Little Money in U.S. Politics?" Journal of Economic Perspectives 17, 1 (Winter 2003): 105-130.

· Hogan, R. E. (2005). State campaign finance laws and interest group electioneering activities. Journal of Politics, 67(3), 887-906.
October 31, November 5 & November 7: Lobbying

Required:

· Berry & Wilcox – Chapters 6-8
· Burbank, Hrebenar, & Benedict – Chapter 10
November 12: In - Class Video 

November 14:  Issue Networks & Coalitions

· Berry & Wilcox – Chapter 9

November 19: Bias & Representation

Required:

· Berry & Wilcox – Chapter 10

November 21:  In - Class Video
Written Assignment #3 DUE 
November 26: TBD
November 28:  NO CLASS – Thanksgiving
December 3:  Review for Final
December ? – FINAL EXAM
Please Note:  Syllabus may be revised if circumstances warrant

